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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on September 15, 2014 at 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board 

Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Deputy Mayor George Griffin, Jr.  

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present: Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:  Gennaro Faiella, Interim Village Manager 

 

 

7:30 pm Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment so that 

we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions that we make here 

this evening that they may benefit all the people of our community.  This morning I 

attended a funeral for a long time resident Concetta Pieragostini.  It was really a celebration 

of life for a lady that devoted 95 years in caring and loving her family.  I also ask that you 

also remember the family of Brian DeVotto who died tragically in a recent automobile 

accident on September 11th.  His Family will need our prayers and support from this 

community for many years to come.   

 

1) Communications  

a. Certificate of Merit Presentation. 

Certificates of Merit were presented by Mayor Cindrich to Mrs. Green’s employees 

Oscar Monroy, Carlos Familia and Fior De La Cruz for their selfless and humane action taken 

on September 3, 2014 in helping to save the life of a person in cardiac arrest. 

 

b. American Legion Auxiliary Unit #136 Girls State Program Presentation. 

A Certificate of Achievement was presented by Mayor Cindrich to Lisdy Contreras-

Giron, in recognition of her participation in the American Legion Girls State Program and for 

her notable accomplishment of representing New York State in the American Legion Girls 

Nation Program. 

 

c. Email from the Lexington Center for Recovery re: Trolley Trail Fundraising 

Event. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Markus authorizing the Lexington Center for Recovery to hold their Trolley Trail Fundraising 

Event on October 5, 2014 from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, as outlined in their email dated 

September 5, 2014, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

d. Energize New York Finance Presentation. 

Presentation was made by Mark Thielking, Executive Director of Energize New 

York. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports- None. 

 

5) Board Reports:   

Trustee Schleimer stated how moved she was by the September 11th ceremony.  She 

noted every year that I go I’m just thrilled that we have the memorial, that we have the 

service and that we continue every year to mark the occasion.   

Trustee Schleimer announced the following community reminders: 

The Senior Tag Sale at the Fox Center – they are currently accepting items for the 

sale until September 23rd.  The sale will be held September 26th and 27th from 10-4pm.   

The Mount Kisco Library will be holding their annual book sale on Saturday, 

September 20th from 10-4.  She encouraged everyone to please support their Library. 

Tomorrow September 16th the Camera Club meets in the Library at 4:00pm upstairs. 
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Trustee Schleimer stated that she will be taking a training course on how to work the 

election machines, so if anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact her. 

Starting September 29th through November 3rd from 2:00 to 3:30 pm a History of 

Opera course will be given at the Library.  The course will be taught by Mount Kisco resident 

Susan Grunthal and I understand that the course is amazing, so if you are free this is a 

wonderful opportunity. 

On Oct. 2nd the AARP Safe Driving Course at the Fox Center will be given and you 

must pre-register.  

Also on October 2nd the New York State Long Term Care Ombudsman Program is 

looking for volunteers to advocate for residents in long term care facilities.  Please contact 

me for more information and I’ll put you in touch with the Ombudsman. 

On line through our Public Library there is a FREE New York State Drivers Permit 

Practice Test for those that are taking the NYS Driving Test.   

Oct 3rd through October 24th computer training at the Fox Senior Center, beginner 

training is held on Friday at 12:45; Intermediate and Advanced will be held from October 

31st through November 21st.   

One final announcement October 15th through December 7th is Medicare Open 

Enrollment, so for those of us on Medicare who may want to either change our drug plan or 

switch from original Medicare to Medicare advantage this is the time of year to do it.  If you 

need more information representatives will be available at the Library to answers questions 

every Wednesday from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.   

 

Trustee Farber stated that she too wanted to thank the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire 

Department for an awesome and extremely dignified service in memory of all those who lost 

their lives on 9/11 thirteen years ago.  The weather forecast called for rain but for those of 

you who missed the service, I must tell you that the sun came out and the weather was 

actually perfect.  Everyone reflected at our 9/11 Memorial right next to the Library.  Many 

thanks go out to Rich Alexander and Paul Felice for spear heading the design & building of 

this Memorial and for each year organizing this day of remembrance.  Prays and words of 

wisdom were share by many including Mayor Cindrich and Peter Harckman, Father Bill and 

Rabbi Aaron Russo.  I want to thank all who participated and organized this annual tribute it 

is so heartwarming to come together as a community, so that we may never forget.   

The Mount Kisco Historical Society had their monthly meeting on September 10th.  

Some highlights from the meeting include on Saturday, September 27th Harry McCartney 

will lead an historical summary of the Mount Kisco Library, which will be celebrating its 5th 

Anniversary at its current location.  Harry will go back to the 1880 when the Mount Kisco 

Lyceum was first organized.  The free public library and reading room began in 1902, and 

was incorporated in 1910.  You’ll have to come to the celebration at the library to hear the 

rest of the story, which will be Saturday, September 27th from 10am-12pm. 

If you are interested in our local history and have a Facebook account, please sign 

onto the Mount Kisco Historical Society’s Facebook page.  This past April there was about 

600 followers, as of last Wednesday there is a total 1,145 followers including me.  There are 

so many great before and after photos posted of the same location from 100 years ago and 

what it looks like today.  Thank you Laurie Kimsal for keeping this page so alive.   

Laurie also announced that the Village of Mount Kisco will be receiving a marker to 

designate the location of the Spencer Optical Manufacturing Company which was located 

between Lexington Avenue and Spencer Street from 1874 to 1888.  Spencer Optical was 

one of the largest optical companies of the time.  So it’s really nice that we are going to 

have one of the first historic markers in the area to note that special event. 

My last meeting with the Arts Council was earlier today and I’m really happy to 

announce that coming soon we are going to try and reenergize the old fashioned Halloween 

Exhibit in downtown Mount Kisco, asking all of the kids from the Mount Kisco Elementary, 

The Boys and Girls Club and West Patten Elementary School to have a painting contest with 

prizes on the Halloween motif.  There will be a lot more information to follow. 

Finally, I hope to see everyone out and enjoying our Mount Kisco Sales Days.  So 

much work and preparation has gone into this weekend.  It will be so much fun for families, 

friends and neighbors and don’t forget about the 5K Run which will be held on Sunday, 

morning at 8:00 am.  There is just so much to do in our Town which makes it all pretty 

awesome to be a resident of Mount Kisco.   

 

Trustee Markus reported that the Finance Committee will be meeting on September 

30th we will be addressing some issues that the Mayor would like us to address concerning 

capital expenditures.  So I’ll have more details on that as they develop.  On the issue of 

receptacles I know Joe is working on getting me the coordinates so that we can determine 

where they are located and how far apart and I also hope that we can get some details as to 

choices of the replacements in the event that the Board would like to replace them.  At least 

if we have those options available we could take a look at it. 

 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. had no report at this time. 
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Mayor Cindrich announced that leaf bags are going on sale effective October 1st the 

price will be 18 bags for $10.00; 9 bags for $5.00; and 4 bags for $2.50.  The bags will be 

available at the Tax Receivers Office.   

Mayor Cindrich noted that the other item that has been brought to our attention from 

the Highway Department is that there are often items that maybe contaminated that the 

Highway Department is required to pickup.  Items such as mattresses or bedding goods or 

couches or any type of furniture are heretofore going to have to be encapsulated in some 

type of material before the Highway Department picks them up.  So don’t put those items 

out on the curb and expect the Highway Department to pick it up unless it is encapsulated.   

What we are going to try to do is purchase some type of bags for the mattresses to be 

encapsulated in.  The fee will be $2.00 or $2.50 each bag and they will be available in the 

Tax Receiver’s Office.  If this is a problem for any individual or property owner I suggest 

you call a private carting company to get rid of things that could be contaminated. 

Mr. Harry Kerrigan who does a lot of work with the Byram Lake Committee sent me 

an email this evening.  Harry along with Staff and Students from the Fox Lane Middle School 

are going to start a program to clean up the Kisco River between Byram Lake Road south 

under Route 117.  Right now this river feeds into the Croton Water Shed.  There are a 

number of fish in the Kisco River it’s been restocked by the DEC, the river is very healthy 

but it is strewn with garbage and bottles which inconsiderate people dispose of improperly.  

For this clean up day I’m going to ask the Highway Department to make themselves 

available to get this project cleaned up.  I am going to ask the Village Attorney and the 

Village Manager to look at the fines for littering and also at the fines for property owners 

that don’t clean up on their own property.   

Unfortunately, The New York Power Authority has notified the Village late last week 

that there will be another 5.72% increase in the rates we are paying for electricity; this is 

on top of a 12.81% increase they imposed last January.  We are looking at over an 18% 

increase in less than one year for energy that we are supposed to be buying at a discount.  

I’m really serious about looking into solar energy and if we can take advantage of a site that 

we have that is 4 or 5 acres and get some type of grant funding it is something that I would 

be very interested in doing.   

All of the parties involved in the Hearth matter have been working very hard on an 

issue with DEP.  The Hearth project is very vital to this community it’s a piece of property 

owned by the Village that we’ve been trying to sell for years.  The Hearth project is a viable 

job creating taxpaying projects that will benefit the community.  Right now we are at a stale 

mate with the onerous requirements of DEP.  We are trying to formulate a plan to help this 

project along with the requirements of DEP.  We are being burdened by protecting NYC’s 

Drinking Water and some of the requirements in my opinion are unreasonable but I’m not 

ready to litigate with NYC, but it’s something that we have to look at.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that the Village owns several parcels of land on Maple Avenue 

and I’d like to get an appraisal of what that property is worth.  I would also like to send out 

an RFP to entertain selling some of that property in concert with the people that reside on 

Maple Avenue for the construction of 2 two family houses that would be owner occupied, 

deed restricted to be an owner occupied even if sold.  This way there would be pride in 

ownership.   

There is another issues in the down town with regards to another major store in the 

downtown area that maybe moving or threaten to move.  I will be meeting with the landlord 

and the building owner on Wednesday to see how the Village can help the landlord retain 

this particular tenant. 

With regards to the Boys and Girls Club, a number of years ago the Village entered 

into an agreement with the Boys and Girls Club to purchase a piece of property from them 

with the proviso that we would be retaining green space and facilitating additional 

recreational space.  The Boys and Girls Club has now informed the Village that they may 

want to take this project in a different direction.  They are no longer interested in selling the 

property to the Village and now we are working with them to preserve the majority of the 

property at no cost to the Village.  I’m disappointed that the Boys and Girls Club are not 

honoring the contract that we entered into but at the end of the day I think we may come 

out whole if we can have the property preserved as green space.  It’s a project in motion 

that I will continue to be working on along with the Village Attorney.   

The Westchester County Department of Public Safety is working in three facets of 

deployment in the Village.  They are working on training Mount Kisco Police Officers; Mount 

Kisco Police Officers are training County Police Officers.  But there is also a special 

enforcement detail that is working on enforcement of drug and alcohol abuse.  They made a 

significant amount of low level drug arrests in and around the Village of Mount Kisco.  

Everybody is fully impressed with what they are doing I believe that everything is working 

out and I’ll have more to report hopefully at our next meeting. 

Mayor Cindrich requested that the Code Complaint Hot Line be restored because we 

want to give everyone the opportunity when they have something wrong in their 

neighborhood to call and make a complaint to the Code Complaint Hot Line and it will then 

be referred to the correct person.  The telephone number is 914-241-4677.   

 

6) Old Business: None. 
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7) New Business:   

A. Schedule a public hearing re: Chapter 86 Private Towing and Booting. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to schedule a public hearing on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 7:30 pm to discuss a 

proposed local regarding Chapter 86 Private Towing and Booting, all in favor.   

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

B. Schedule a public hearing re: Energize New York Program. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber 

to schedule a public hearing on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 7:30 pm to discuss a proposed 

local law establishing a sustainable energy loan program in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; 

all in favor.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

C. Schedule a public hearing re: Residency Law for the Village Manager. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee 

Markus to schedule a public hearing on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 7:30 pm to discuss a 

proposed local law regarding the residency requirement for the Village Manager, all in favor.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber to pay the bills as presented to the Board, all in favor. 

Be it Resolved, the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to release payments to 

vendors. 

General Fund       $109,149.63 

Water Fund         136,198.50 

   Sewer Fund           33,531.43 

   Library Fund            3,869.39 

   Capital Project Fund          22,094.12 

Trust and Agency Fund            5,666.25 

   TOTAL      $310,509.32 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting Minutes of September 2, 2014, all 

in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

10) Non-Local Business – None. 

 

11) Public Comment –  

Mr. Giardina asked if Chapter 86 existed in the Village Code.   

Village Attorney Singleton replied that no that Chapter did not exist yet but that is 

where it would fit into the Village’s Code alphabetically.   
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With no other comments at this time the meeting ended at 9:40 pm. 

 

_______________________________ 

     Gennaro J. Faiella 

     Interim Village Manager 


